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AMERICAN AAPD ASSOCIATION OF FEE 2 7 2003 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

FebrLiLiiy 27. 2003 

blarlene H. Dorlcli 
Offici. of the Secretary 
Fcdrral Corn in t in  icxions Coni111 iss ion 
US LY Street, SLY 
IVashington. DC 20554 

Re: Federal-State .Joint Board on Liiiversal Service, CC Docket 96-15; and 
CC Dockets 98-171, 90-571, 92-237, 99-200. 95-116, 98-170 

Dear hls. Doncli: 

Tlit .Aniericaii Association of  People wi th  Disabilities (A.2PD) appreciates the 
opportunity to subinit comnieiits to t h e  FCC as i t  considers reforming the contribution 
iue[liodology ibl- the t in i \ersa l  senicc tiind (LSF). As the largest national nonprofit 
cross-ilisability menibel- organization i n  [he United States, AAPD urges the Commission 
to consider the potential detriniental impact o f  proposed changes on lo\+income and 
liutd-income consumers, many of w h o m  are people with disabilities. 

As Americans \vil l i  clisahilities often 1iL.e on fixed or limited incomes and are more 
l ikely to bc tinemployed than Americans without disabilities, we are particularly 
coiiceriicd vvit l i  rlie proposal to w i t ch  linin a re\enue-based ftinding mechanism to a 
connectioii-based one. Lye believe that a connectioii-based uni\~ersaI ser\,ice fee \vould 
unfairly btirdeii lo \v- incoi i ie  and lo\v-\oItinie (those \rho makc few calls) customers ~ 

tliose iiiicndtd to benetit from tlie tinivcrsal service goals. Under this methodology. 
ctis[oriit'rs i\ Iho iiiake Teu intcrstate calls would be assessed the sane  as customers. 
includiiig businesses, who make many interstatc calls. In other words, low-volume and 
primarily rssidcntii ctLstoiiiers would bear the same universal semice fund contribution 
as 3 high-Lolunie I-zsidenlial or business customer. 

hi addition. \\e ar t  concenied about how this proposed funding mechanism will 
impact users o f  p repa id  wireless services. Wireless plnones can offer consumers the 
benefits 01' safety. swill-ity and convenience. However because many people wi th  
disabil i t ies l i \ e  011 limited or fixed incomes. they are often tinable to qualify for or afford 
cell phone ser\'icc. Pre-paid \\ireless services proyide an option for those who \\ant but 
couldn't  othenb ise afford cell phone service. Clianginy the USF mechanism Goni 
rcvenue-liassd to connection-based would significantly increase the cost of prepaid 
wireless coinpanits' CTSF contributions which ~ o u l d  force companies to illcrease rl~e 
usage charyes for j t l c l i  sen ices. We iirye [ l ie Commission to ensure tliat any changes to 
the LTSF Inecllanisi i i  do not iiidvertciitly raise the cost o f  pre-paid wireless service to the 
detriment o i  those ivho nccd i t  the most. 
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Ll' i i i \ersal service i s  very important to people w i t h  disabil it ies. It helps ensure the 
del ivery of affordable and accessible releconimunications services to a l l  .knericans, 
including people w i t h  disabil it ies i i i  high-cost areas and on l im i ted  incomes, schools, 
libraries arid rural Iiealth providers. AAPD urges the FCC to retain the current system of 
asszssiny universal sen ice contributions based on interstate revenues and to ensure that 
any inodi l icat ions to that system do not  inadvertently harm the very populat ion unibersal 
service is intended to hclp. 

Sincerely. 

AndreLv J .  lniparato 
President and CEO 
Amencan Association of People with Disabi l i t ies 


